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Group of workers stringing beans in J. S. Farrand Packing Company, Baltimore, Md. Many youngsters work here. Photo 
July 7, 1909. Location: Baltimore, Maryland.http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/nclc.00029 

 

Supporting Questions 

 

1. What are children’s rights? 

2. How are children’s rights different in America from the rest of the world? 

3. What are people in the Us and other countries doing to educate people 

about children’s rights 
 

 

This work has been developed as part of a Teaching With Primary Sources grant from the Library of Congress.  

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/nclc.00029
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Is it Important to Have Children’s Rights? 

New York State Social 
Studies Framework Key 

Idea & Practices 

3.8 The concept of universal human rights suggests that all people should be treated fairly and should have the 
opportunity to meet their basic needs. 

 Gathering, Using, and Interpreting Evidence   Civic Participation   Economics and Economic Systems 
 Geographic Reasoning 

Staging the Question 
Brainstorm what it means to have rights and to care about them. 

 

Supporting  

Question 1  

Supporting  

Question 2  

Supporting  

Question 3  

What are children’s rights? How are children’s rights different in America 
from the rest of the world? 

What are people in the US and other 
countries doing to educate people 

about children’s rights? 

Formative  

Performance Task 

Formative  

Performance Task 

Formative  

Performance Task 

Define the word “rights,” identify some of the 
universal rights of children, and state why 
these rights are important. 

Write and support claims about how child labor 
in the US is different from child labor in other 
countries. Take a stand - is the condition of child 
labor in the US better or worse than other 
countries? Could it be improved? 

Write and support claims about the 
ways people work to educate people 
about children’s rights using evidence 
from sources. 

Featured Sources Featured Sources Featured Sources 

Source A: I Have the Right to Be a Child Book 
Trailer, House of Anansi, YouTube, March 20, 
2012. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PclSfAugv
ws. 

Source B: “For Every Child” UNICEF, video on 
children’s rights, 2010 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mmy9Mp
wyKnQ. 

Source C: Children’s Rights & Responsibilities 
UNICEF pamphlet 

 

Source A: Library of Congress images of child 
labor 

Source B: “Chocolate Changemaker” New Moon 
Girls, Sept/Oct 2011 

http://www.cnn.com/2013/10/15/world/child-
labor-index-2014/ 

Source C: “Children’s Rights Worldwide 2016” 
pdf or website 

http://www.humanium.org/en/map-respect-
children-rights-worldwide/  

Source D: “Youth Rules!” FAQ 

http://www.youthrules.gov/know-the-
limits/faq/index.htm 

Source A: Fairtrade for Kids article 

Source B: Malala’s story 

https://www.malala.org/malalas-story 

 

Summative  

Performance Task  

Argument 
Is it important to have children’s rights?  Construct an argument, supported by evidence, 
which addresses this question. 

Extension 
Write a list of rights that children in the US have that children in other countries do not 
have.  As a class discuss ways that people could educate the world people about these 
issues. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PclSfAugvws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PclSfAugvws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PclSfAugvws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PclSfAugvws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mmy9MpwyKnQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mmy9MpwyKnQ
http://www.cnn.com/2013/10/15/world/child-labor-index-2014/
http://www.cnn.com/2013/10/15/world/child-labor-index-2014/
http://www.humanium.org/en/map-respect-children-rights-worldwide/
http://www.humanium.org/en/map-respect-children-rights-worldwide/
http://www.youthrules.gov/know-the-limits/faq/index.htm
http://www.youthrules.gov/know-the-limits/faq/index.htm
https://www.malala.org/malalas-story
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Taking Informed Action 

UNDERSTAND Brainstorm a list of issues related to children’s rights around the world, for which the class might 
construct a public service announcement.  

ASSESS Determine how a public service announcement could influence the protection of children’s rights. 

ACT Choose one issue and construct a public service announcement that could be submitted for broadcast on 
the school’s website and shown during a schoolwide assembly. 

 
 



3rd Grade Children’s Rights Inquiry 

Supporting Question 1 

What are children’s rights? 

 

The class will watch the video “I Have the Right to Be a Child” video. Through class discussion, allow students to reflect on the 
message in the video. 

Watch the video “For Every Child”.  

Then read the UNICEF pamphlet “Children’s Rights & Responsibilities”. 

As a class, discuss what children’s rights are and if it is important to have them. What rights do they feel that have or do not have 
that they think they should have? 

 

Formative 
Performance Task 

Define the word “rights,” identify some of the universal rights of children, and state why these rights are important. 

 

Following class discussion, have the students complete the formative task on the next page “Children’s Rights Task”,  

taken from the NYS Social Studies Inquiry unit (http://www.c3teachers.org/inquiries/childrens-rights/). 

 

Differentiation: students may cut out magazine pictures rather than drawing. Students may work in pairs. 

 

Featured Sources 

Source A: I Have the Right to Be a Child Book Trailer, House of Anansi, YouTube, March 20, 2012.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PclSfAugvws. 

Source B: “For Every Child” UNICEF, video on children’s rights, 2010 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mmy9MpwyKnQ. 

Source C: Children’s Rights & Responsibilities UNICEF pamphlet 

 

 

 

  

http://www.c3teachers.org/inquiries/childrens-rights/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PclSfAugvws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PclSfAugvws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mmy9MpwyKnQ


Children’s Rights Task  

(from the NYS Social Studies Inquiry http://www.c3teachers.org/inquiries/childrens-rights/) 

Directions—Part 1: Think about the pamphlet we read, the videos we watched, and our class discussion. Answer the 

question below, including details and vocabulary words. 

What are rights? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Directions—Part 2: Choose at least two of the rights of children that we have discussed and read about. Draw a 

picture showing each of these rights and explain why they are important. 

 

 

 

 

As a child, I have the right to 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ . 

This right is important because 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ .  

 

 

 

 

As a child, I have the right to 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ . 

This right is important because 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ . 

 



3rd Grade Children’s Rights Inquiry 

Supporting Question 2 

 
How are children’s rights different in America from the rest of the world? 

 

As a class read “Chocolate Changemaker.” Discuss the problem that faces the child workers in the countries that grow the cocoa 
beans.  

Show the color-coded map of the world that shows what children’s rights around the world looks like. Discuss thoughts on it. What 
do students notice? 

Read the Youth Rules! website’s FAQ page. Discuss the rules that the US officially has in place regarding child labor. How does this 
compare to the other countries? Are our rules fair? 

 

Formative 
Performance Task 

 
Write and support claims about how child labor in the US is different from child labor in other countries. Take a stand - is the 
condition of child labor in the US better or worse than other countries? Could it be improved? 

 

Featured Sources 

Source A: Library of Congress images of child labor 

Source B: “Chocolate Changemaker” New Moon Girls, Sept/Oct 2011 article - printout 

Source C: “Children’s Rights Worldwide 2016” pdf or website 

http://www.humanium.org/en/map-respect-children-rights-worldwide/  

Source D: “Youth Rules! FAQ” 

http://www.youthrules.gov/know-the-limits/faq/index.htm 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.humanium.org/en/map-respect-children-rights-worldwide/
http://www.youthrules.gov/know-the-limits/faq/index.htm


 

Source A: 

 

Group of workers stringing beans in J. S. Farrand Packing Company, Baltimore, 

Md. Many youngsters work here. Photo July 7, 1909. Location: Baltimore, 

Maryland. 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/nclc.00029/ 

 

Rose Oquoto, 6 years old, and Flora Oquoto, 7 years old, live at 837 Kimball St., 

Philadelphia, Pa. Picking cranberries at Theodore Budd's Bog at Turkeytown, 

near Pemberton, N.J. This is the fourth week of school in Philadelphia and 

people will stay here two weeks more. Witness E. F. Brown. Location: 

Pemberton, New Jersey. 

hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.00035 

  

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/nclc.00029/
hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/nclc.00035


Supporting Question 3 

 

What are people in the US and other countries doing to educate people about children’s rights? 

 

Read the Fairtrade For Kids article. Discuss why the Fair Trade movement was started.  

Discuss what other work people have done to help fight for children’s rights around the world. 

 

Formative 
Performance Task 

 

Write and support claims about the ways people work to educate people about children’s rights 
using evidence from sources. 

 

Featured Sources 

Source A: Fairtrade for Kids (Google search Fair Trade for Kids) 

http://www.oddizzi.com/teachers/explore-the-world/food-and-farming/fair-trade/ 

Source B: Malala’s story 

https://www.malala.org/malalas-story 

 

  

http://www.oddizzi.com/teachers/explore-the-world/food-and-farming/fair-trade/
https://www.malala.org/malalas-story
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Other sources we considered: 

Hungry Planet: What The World Eats by Peter Menzel 

Malala A Brave Girl From Pakistan  by Jeanette Winter 

Iqbal A Brave Boy From Pakastan by Jeanette Winter 

Where Children Sleep by James Mollison 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/american-dream/ lesson plan for students to discuss 

their own dreams 

http://www.childcomwales.org.uk/uncrc-childrens-rights/uncrc/ 

https://mic.com/articles/75173/21-images-of-where-children-sleep-around-the-world-paints-a- 

Powerful-picture-of-inequality 

https://www.loc.gov/collections/national-child-labor-committee/about-this-collection/- Primary Resource 

photographs of child labor in America 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/child-labor/preparation.html- Primary Resource 

photographs of child labor in America 

http://www.unicef.org/bangladesh/7065.html - Photo Essay 

http://www.unicef.org/crcartoons/list.htm 

http://www.childrensrights.ie/about-us - Children’s rights organization for Ireland 

http://www.childcomwales.org.uk/uncrc-childrens-rights/uncrc/ - Children’s rights organization for Wales 

http://www.humanium.org/en/map-respect-children-rights-worldwide/ color coded map 

 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/american-dream/
http://www.childcomwales.org.uk/uncrc-childrens-rights/uncrc/
https://mic.com/articles/75173/21-images-of-where-children-sleep-around-the-world-paints-a-powerful-picture-of-inequality
https://mic.com/articles/75173/21-images-of-where-children-sleep-around-the-world-paints-a-powerful-picture-of-inequality
https://www.loc.gov/collections/national-child-labor-committee/about-this-collection/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/child-labor/preparation.html
http://www.unicef.org/bangladesh/7065.html
http://www.unicef.org/crcartoons/list.htm
http://www.childrensrights.ie/about-us
http://www.childcomwales.org.uk/uncrc-childrens-rights/uncrc/
http://www.humanium.org/en/map-respect-children-rights-worldwide/

